
 

  

Saved To Serve 



“Every time I went they asked for money. 
The people with whom I had to sit didn’t seem 

very friendly. 
The seats were too hard and uncomfortable. 

The coach never came to see me. 
The referee made a decision with which I could 

not agree. 
I was sitting with some hypocrites – they only 

came to see what others were wearing. 
Some games went into overtime, and I was late 

getting home… 
 



The band played numbers that I had never heard 
before. 

The games were scheduled when I want to do 
other things. 

My parents took me to too many games when I 
was growing up. Since I read a book on sports, I 
feel that I know more than the coaches anyhow. 

I don’t want to take my children, because I want 
them to choose for themselves what sport they 

like best.”  



*You’re asked to teach a class - the excuses start. 

* You’re asked to serve in the nursery - the excuses 
start. 

* God put in on your heart to share your faith with 
a friend or neighbor – the excuses start. 

* You’re made aware of someone with a need that 
you could provide – the excuses start. 

* In fact if you’re asked to do just about anything 
for the Lord and the excuses start. “I’m too busy, 

I’m already doing this, get someone else.” 
 
 



When we say no to God’s call to serve,  
two things happen: 

 
a.  You rob yourself of the BLESSINGS and 

HONOR that our Lord grants the one who serves 
Him.  

 
  “Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I 

am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor 
the one who serves me.”    John 12:26 

 
             Sit Soak and Sour! 



b. The Hope of the World no longer offers 
HOPE.   

 

Everybody needs a MINISTRY in the church and a 
MISSION outside of the church.    

 

”Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I 
am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor 

the one who serves me.”   John 12:26 

 

 



 
Servants follow the Lord 

 

Servants are found where Jesus is working 

 

Servants will be honored by God 



 

I.  Excuse One – The “WHO ME” Excuse.    
(3:11-12) 

 

“But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should 
go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the 

children of Israel out of Egypt?” Exodus 3:11  



“Now when he was forty years old, it came into his heart 
to visit his brethren, the children of Israel.   And seeing 

one of them suffer wrong, he defended and avenged 
him who was oppressed, and struck down the Egyptian.   

For he supposed that his brethren would have 
understood that God would deliver them by his hand, 

but they did not understand.  And the next day he 
appeared to two of them as they were fighting, and 

tried to reconcile them, saying, ‘Men, you are brethren; 
why do you wrong one another?’  But he who did his 

neighbor wrong pushed him away, saying, ‘Who made 
you a ruler and a judge over us?  Do you want to kill me 

as you did the Egyptian yesterday?”   Acts 7:23-29 



 

 

“So He said, “I will certainly be with you. And this 
shall be a sign to you that I have sent you: When 
you have brought the people out of Egypt, you 
shall serve God on this mountain.”  Exodus 3:12 



 

II.  Excuse Two – “By What AUTHORITY”  
(3:13-15)  

 

“Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to 
the children of Israel and say to them, ‘The God 
of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they say 
to me, ‘What is His name?’ what shall I say to 

them?”  Exodus 3:13-15 



 
III.  Excuse Three -The “WHAT IF’S”” (4:1- 9)  

 

“Then Moses answered and said, “But suppose 
they will not believe me or listen to my voice; 

suppose they say, ‘The LORD has not appeared 
to you.’” 

 



“So the LORD said to him, “What is that in your 
hand?” He said, “A rod.”  And He said, “Cast it on 
the ground.” So he cast it on the ground, and it 

became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. Then 
the LORD said to Moses, “Reach out your hand 
and take it by the tail” (and he reached out his 
hand and caught it, and it became a rod in his 
hand),  “that they may believe that the LORD 
God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the 

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared 
to you.”  Exodus 4:2-4  

 



IV.  Excuse Four – “But Lord I Don’t  
SPEAK Well”  

 

“Then Moses said to the LORD, “O my Lord, I am 
not eloquent, neither before nor since You have 
spoken to Your servant;  but I am slow of speech 

and slow of tongue.”  Exodus 4:10-12 

“Moses was taught all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians, and he was powerful in both speech 

and action.”  Acts 7:22  

 
 



“Moses was taught all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians, and he was powerful in both speech 

and action.”  Acts 7:22  

 

“Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes the 
mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? Have not 

I, the LORD?  Now therefore, go, and I will be 
with your mouth and teach you what you shall 

say.”   Exodus 4:12-13 



V.  Excuse Five – “Send Someone ELSE” (4:13-17) 

 

“But he said, “O my Lord, please send by the hand 
of whomever else You may send.”  Exodus 4:13ff 

 

“Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I 
am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor 

the one who serves me.”   John 12:26 



“Then the LORD’S anger burned against Moses...”  
Exodus 4 

 

 God becomes angry at our excuses.  

 

Excuses cause discouragement within the body of 
Christ 

 



 “So Moses took his wife and sons, put them on a 
donkey and started back to Egypt. And he took 

the staff of God in his hand.”  Exodus 4 

 
 "It is a great deal easier to do that which God gives 

us to do, no matter how hard it is, than to face 
the responsibilities of not doing it."   

Dr. B.J. Miller   
 

Can’t or Won’t?  

 



Q. What do you call a chicken crossing the road? 

 

A. Poultry in motion. 

 

Q. What do you call a boomerang that doesn’t 
work? 

 

A. A stick. 

 

 



Q. What do you call a man who falls into an 
upholstery machine? 

 

A. Fully recovered. 

 

Q. What do you call a Christian who isn’t serving? 

 

A. __________________ 

 

 


