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Is Our Faith Blind?

~ 1. The Bible

A. Reliable Historical Document.

“For truly | say to you, until heaven and
earth pass away, not the smallest letter
or stroke shall pass from the Law until all
is accomplished.” Matthew 5:18



| There are over 24,600 manuscripts.

I The entire New Testament was
written within 70 years of Jesus’
resurrection.



“In no other case is the interval of time
between the composition of the book
and the date of the earliest manuscripts
so short as in that of the New
Testament. The last foundation for any
doubt that the Scriptures have come
down to us substantially as they were
written has now been removed.”

Sir Frederic Kenyon Director British
Museum



Il These New Testament copies have a
whopping 99.5% accuracy rate! ***

“The purity of text is of such a substantial
nature that nothing we believe to be
true, and nothing we are commanded to
do, is in any way jeopardized by the
variants.” D.A Carson



B. Supernatural Document.

“All Scripture is inspired by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousness;
17 so that the man of God may be
adequate, equipped for every good
work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)



| Prophecy

“Remember the former things long past,
for | am God, and there is no other; | am
God, and there is no one like Me,
declaring the end from the beginning,
and from ancient times things which have
not been done, saying, 'My purpose will
be established, and | will accomplish all
My good pleasure'.” lIsaiah 46:9-10



“'‘But the prophet who speaks a word
presumptuously in My name which | have
not commanded him to speak, or which
he speaks in the name of other gods, that
prophet shall die." "You may say in your
heart, 'How will we know the word which
the Lord has not spoken?' When a
prophet speaks in the name of the LORD,
if the thing does not come about or come
true, that is the thing which the LORD has
not spoken. The prophet has spoken it
:. presumptuously; you shall not be afraid
~ of him” Dt18:20-22 .

.



e His Conception. (Isaiah 7:14)

“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you
a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child
and bear a son, and she will call His name
Immanuel.”



e His Birth.(Micah 5:2)

“But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you One will go forth for Me to be
ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from
long ago, from the days of eternity.”



e His Betrayal. (Zechariah 11:12-13)

“l said to them, "If it is good in your sight,
give me my wages; but if not, never
mind!" So they weighed out thirty
shekels of silver as my wages. Then the
Lord said to me, "Throw it to the potter,
that magnificent price at which | was "
valued by them." So | took the thirty |
shekels of silver and threw them to the
potter in the house of the Lord.”



¢ His Death. (Psalm 22:12-18) |

“Many bulls have surrounded me; strong
bulls of Bashan have encircled me. They
open wide their mouth at me, as a
ravening and a roaring lion. | am poured
out like water, and all my bones are out
of joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted
within me. My strength is dried up like a
potsherd, and my tongue cleaves to my
jaws; and you lay me in the dust of
death...



For dogs have surrounded me; a band of
evildoers has encompassed me; they
pierced my hands and my feet. | can
count all my bones. They look, they stare
at me; they divide my garments among
them, and for my clothing they cast lots.”



¢ The city of Tyre.
(Ezekiel 26:3-5, 7, 12, 14, 16) 590 B.C. **

“Therefore thus says the Lord God,
'‘Behold, | am against you, O Tyre, and |
will bring up many nations against you, as
the sea brings up its waves. 'They will
destroy the walls of Tyre and break down
her towers; and | will scrape her debris
from her and make her a bare rock....



'She will be a place for the spreading of
nets in the midst of the sea, for | have
spoken,’ declares the Lord God, 'and she
will become spoil for the nations.”



“For thus says the Lord God, "Behold, |
will bring upon Tyre from the north
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, king of
kings, with horses, chariots, cavalry and a
great army.”

“Also they will make a spoil of your riches
and a prey of your merchandise, break
down your walls and destroy your
pleasant houses, and throw your stones
and your timbers and your debris into the
water.” —
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“1 will make you a bare rock; you will be a
place for the spreading of nets. You will
be built no more, for | the Lord have
spoken,"” declares the Lord God.”

“Then all the princes of the sea will go
down from their thrones, remove their
robes and strip off their embroidered
garments. They will clothe themselves
with trembling; they will sit on the
ground, tremble every moment and be
appalled at you.” —a



~ 1. Nebuchadnezzar will conquer Tyre.

~2. Other nations will take part in its
destruction.

3. Tyre will be flat like the top of a rock.
4. Tyre will become a place to spread nets.

5. Tyre’s stones and timber will be laid in
~ thesea.

6. Other cities will fear because of Tyre’s
destruction.

— 7. Tyre won’t be rebuilt.
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“Tyre was a city on the northern coast of
Palestine inhabited b the Phoenicians, a
strong maritime people, greatly feared by
their enemies. (The king of Tyre supplied
timbers of Solomon in the building of the
temple.) In 586 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon, laid siege to the city of
Tyre. The siege lasted for thirteen years;
and when Nebuchadnezzar took the city
in 573 B.C., he found that the
Phoenicians...



had moved everything of value to an
island about one-half mile off the coast.
Though the city was taken,
Nebuchadnezzar profited nothing, and
the Phoenicians were not conquered.
Nebuchadnezzar could not pursue them
to their island position, so he returned to
Babylon. Thus the first item of the
prophecy was fulfilled: (1)
Nebuchadnezzar shall take the city of
Tyre.



“For 241 years the mainland city of Tyre
remained very much as Nebuchadnezzar
left it. Later, Alexander city Great started
his great conquest. His field of campaign
lay to the east, but he feared that the
fleet of Tyre might be used against his
homeland, so he moved south to take the
city of Tyre. In 332 B.C., Alexander
reached Tyre, but he was unable to take
the city at once. So he captured other
coastal cities and took over their fleets,...



but with these combined fleets he was
still unable to take Tyre. Alexander
finally built a causeway from the
mainland to the island. In building the
causeway he used all the building
materials of old Tyre, and that was not
enough. He scraped up all of the soil in
and around the old city and with it
completed the causeway. After seven
months, by a combined attack of land

forces marching in over the causeway,...



and the fleets of conquered cities, he
took Tyre. Thus items 2,3, and 5 of the
prophecy were fulfilled: (2) Other nations
are to participate in the fulfillment of the
prophecy. (3) The city is to be made flat
like the top of a rock. (5) Its stones and
timber are to be laid in the sea.



- “Other neighboring cities were so frightened
- by the conquest of Tyre that they opened
~ their gates to Alexander without opposition
and fulfilled another item: (6) Other cities
are to fear greatly at the fall of Tyre.

“Today visitors at the old city of Tyre find it is_

~ avery popular place for fisherman; they are
spreading their nets on this very spot. Thus
prediction 4 has been completely fulfilled:
- (4) It is to become a place for spreading of
hets.
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“The great freshwater springs of Raselain are
~at the site of the mainland city of Tyre, and no
doubt supplied the city with an abundance of
fresh water. These springs are still there and
still flow, but their water runs into the sea.

The flow of these springs was measured by an
engineer, and found to be about 10,000,000
gallons daily. It is still an excellent site for a
city and would have free water enough fora
large modern city, yet it has never been 3
- rebuilt. Thus item 7 of the prophecy has stood

~ true for more than 2,500 years: (7) The old C|ty

quiTvre shall never be rebuilt.” "






2. Your Experience.

“Now as they observed the confidence of
Peter and John and understood that they
were uneducated and untrained men,
. they were amazed, and began to
recognize them as having been with
Jesus.” (Acts 4:13)



wered Prayer.




» 4. Creation.

“For since the creation of the world His
invisible attributes, His eternal power
and divine nature, have been clearly
: seen, being understood through what has
been made, so that they are without
excuse.” (Romans 1:20)



2 5. The Church.

“l also say to you that you are Peter, and

upon this rock |1 will build My church; and

the gates of Hades will not overpower it.”
- (Matthew 16:18)
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